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FROM THE TOP

With 2021 well behind us, reflection is a blur. This year is best remembered as a whirlwind of powerful
journeys, matched only by an undertow of uncertainty from a pandemic that seemed to never quit.
Of special moments delivering exceptional experiences of growth and healing, all within the turmoil of a

world upside down.

| am most reminded of the special people and moments of this year that truly capture why we exist.

Of Warriors coming home, rediscovering the gift of life, exploring what it feels like to experience bliss,
hope and peace in their lives. Of Families reconnecting and restoring relationships broken by war —
giving each other the grace to start over and the power of love all over again. And creating sacred space
for our Families of the Fallen, who embody the legacies of our heroes through the lives they choose to
live. While this year was a long bridge back into operational stability and consistency, it was full of these

important reminders that make this mission so special in the first place.

Those moments that unfold in my heart are often accompanied by the stark reality of the journey
required to get to The Station in the first place. Those we serve walk a very special path — an
unforgiving path that requires a radical acceptance of its costs, and has no peers to compare against.
When someone arrives at The Station, their packs are full, their backs are tired, their souls are worn.

It's The Station that humbly serves as a beacon beyond war, guiding our SOF Community home.
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In The Station’s tenth year of existence, we watched the fall of Afghanistan unfold in a matter of weeks.
While many hoped this horrible outcome would serve as an important lesson on the impacts of twenty

years of prolonged combat, our Community understood: the evil we pursue may never go away; we may
never remove ourselves completely from this war; and our Community remains steadfast until the work

is finished.

In my two decades of experience with this war and the Community we support, | find myself returning

to what keeps many of us moving forward — hope, love, and light. While we may not choose the wars
we fight, we have a choice in how we come home. It continues to be an incredible honor and challenge
to walk with amazing families that make that choice, and choose The Station Foundation as a critical
stop on their journey back to life. Thank you to those who answer such a calling, and to those who make

sure the lights are on when we come home.
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KEVIN STACY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ~ THE STATION FOUNDATION
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Thanks to our team’s dedication, creativity,
and flexibility, The Station re-opened doors
in January 2021, hosting eight in-person
programs at Base Camp Jimmy.

We continued to develop our virtual program as
well. In 2021 we expanded outreach experiences

to include in-person events at our outStations
in Virginia Beach with plans to offer in-person

events in San Diego in 2022.

New Programs — The Journey and The Return

The Journey

In 2020 The Station’s annual review of programs
identified two areas in need of growth. In 2021
we tested The Journey, a program to support
young adults in the SOF/Gold Star Community.
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The Journey positions us to walk beside these
future leaders throughout their life journey and
support them as they cross critical thresholds.

The Return

In addition, we tested a new program for
service members, providing a rite of passage
for Warriors on their return home from war.
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MONTANA PROGRAMS  conmmueo

The Journey is designed to equip participants
with the tools to confidently navigate the
unfamiliar world beyond home.

JOURNEY

Hosted at a private retreat outside of Bozeman, work closely with The Station to understand
Montana, The Journey is an 8-day program the obstacles that could stand in the way
designed for Gold Star Students transitioning of their growth and success. Discussions
from high school and college. center around the topics of stress and energy

Through the course of the program, students

management, goal setting and activation, and
the fundamentals of living a life of character.

Experiencing nature, mindfulness, creativity,
and deep conversations, students walk away
with the tools, support, and community to move
forward confidently on their journey into and
through adulthood.




